The importance of this research is twofold. In addition to writing a research paper, I plan to create a mini-exhibit for the Colville museum about my findings. Because of this, I feel one of the main aims my research accomplishes is capturing a moment of local history for perpetuity.
Residents will be able to learn about an important historical event in their local history, and perhaps trace their lineage back to victims of the flu. However, I feel that my research will do more than just capture one community's story of the 1918 flu. Instead, it will act as a representation of countless small towns that were affected by the flu. My guess is that Colville's story of the 1918 influenza is one that was repeated across our nation. By learning about how the flu affected Colville, one can gain a greater picture of how all small communities were affected by the virus. Kolata offers a great introduction to the flu pandemic of 1918, relating the story in an attentiongrabbing style that reads more like a thriller than a historical piece. She follows the flu from its inception in the spring of 1918 until the present, highlighting the researchers who still work to find the virus that caused the flu that may help prevent future viruses from spreading. She takes a more scientific approach, focusing more on the medical side of things rather than social. This will offer a great supplement to my more personal primary sources.
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Crosby, Alfred W. America 's Forgotten Pandemic: The Influenza of 1918 . Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003 . Crosby was the main historical contributor to Kolata's book based on his research for this, his own book. He delves into the scientific side of the epidemic like Kolata, but incorporates the flu's social influence as well. He looks at the reasons the flu has seemed to be forgotten in a collective amnesic episode in our historical consciousness. He also looks at the way the flu influenced World War I, both in regards to morale at home and how it affected soldiers on the front line. 1918 -14 December 1918 This primary source offers the researcher the opportunity to see first-hand how the flu was depicted in the media. In addition, it conveys the priorities of society at the time of the outbreak, which happened to be in the midst of World War I. In addition to straight-forward reporting, the paper also offers rich commentary by the way of obituaries, social events calendars, and ads that fed on the flu frenzy to advance their company's cause. Instead of focusing on the flu virus itself, Barry looks at the conditions that allowed the epidemic to be sidelined by other priorities in America. He looks at how World War I took precedence over the flu in U.S. politics. This same thinking trickled down to the everyday citizen, as is demonstrated in Colville's local paper-more coverage was given to the war thousands of miles away than the flu epidemic killing neighbors across the street. This book focuses more on America and how it affected different cities across the country. 
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